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Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year to all our students and families. We hope you enjoyed a restful
Christmas break.

We returned to school on Tuesday to a light dusting of snow and monitored the
potential impact of Storm Goretti throughout the week. While the weather was
closely observed, Friday morning brought only wet slush and the school remained
open as normal. In the event of extreme weather, an early-morning decision

is made based on site safety and transport conditions. Any closures would be
communicated via the GCC school closure service, the school website, and by
email to parents, carers, and staff.

We were also delighted to share the news earlier this week that Peter Knight has
been appointed as our new Principal, and we look forward to welcoming him in

April.

Next week promises to be a busy one, with FamelLab workshops, KS4 Options
Evening, Year 11 Information Meetings, and Music Workshops on Friday.

Tickets for We Will Rock You are now on sale, and we hope many of you will be
able to join us for what promises to be a fantastic production.

Wishing you a lovely weekend and hoping for improved weather next week.

Key Dates for the fortnight commencing
12 January:

Mon - Fri Fame Lab Workshops

Tue Ski Lessons

Thu Y11 Information Meetings
Y9 KS4 Options Evening
4:30pm - 7:30pm

Fri Y11/12/13 Music Workshop

Y7 & Y8 Author Visit

Y11B Sixth Form Breakfast
Y10 Maths in Action
London Trip

Ski Lessons

Y11C Sixth Form Breakfast
Lost Atoms Y11/12/13
Theatre Trip

Sixth Form Chamber
Concert 6pm

There is no PE Newsletter this week



Magestic Wine

We kindly ask parents and carers to be considerate when parking during school drop-off and pick-up times, particularly in relation to nearby businesses.

We have been contacted by Majestic Wine on Cainscross Road, who have raised concerns about their customer parking being blocked, preventing access for
their customers.

Tickets for our School Production are now available on ParentPay

The performances will take place at the Cotswold Playhouse Theatre on 10, 11 and 12 February, starting at 7:30pm. Please come along and support our
wonderful students as they take to the stage — we would love to see you there!

Sixth Form Chamber Concert

You are warmly invited to our Sixth Form Chamber Concert, taking place on Thursday 22 at 6pm in the Music Hall. Our A Level Music students will perform
selections from their recital programmes, showcasing the depth and quality of their work. This concert offers a wonderful opportunity to enjoy their music
and to support them as they prepare for their final A Level Music recitals. No tickets are required - just come along.

Updates on the Behaviour Policy Refresh

Thank you to the parents / carers who took the time to respond to the school’s consultation to the proposed tweaks to the behaviour policy.
Most parents and carers who completed the survey supporting the proposed changes. 10% of responses raised questions / concerns around some of the
proposed changes. Most commonly the concerns focused on:

e Fairness and consistency of the application of the policy, particularly for students with SEND — the school acknowledges that there is some
inconsistency across staff / subject use of the policy and we continue to work on addressing this via staff training and monitoring. We are confident
that the refreshed policy will offer more clarity to staff, students and parents/carers and this will help to move towards a fairer, more consistent
implementation of our behaviour processes.

e Communication of events — communication continues to be a key focus across the school. We are hopeful that the introduction of automated emails
when students receive detentions will be a positive move forward in our communication and will also help to stop escalation of sanctions due to
missing detentions.

e Behaviour thresholds — a careful review of both positive and negative behaviour points has helped us to identify where to set the behaviour thresholds.
Very few students receive high numbers of negative points in close succession, therefore, where a student is accruing 8 or more points across two
weeks, this indicates that they need support and monitoring to help them to address this concern.

A finalised update to the school’s behaviour policy will be reviewed by the school’s governing body and then published for parents / carers along with a

quick reference document. This will be sent out before the end of January.

With immediate effect, the following changes have been made:

e Positive behaviour thresholds are now in place and over the coming weeks we will start to issue Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards to students who have
met these thresholds already.

e All parents / carers and students (via school email) will receive an automated email alerting them to when a detention has been scheduled.

e All points (positive and negative) will now sit under one of the following three categories: ‘Ready’, ‘Respectful’, ‘Safe’.

e  Stage 2 and Stage 3 detentions remain unchanged, but Stage 4 detentions will now take place on a Tuesday after school and run for 1 hour between
3:15 and 4:15pm.

e Where a student’s negative behaviour escalates during a lesson and results in them being ‘parked’ in another classroom, they will be issued with a
Stage 3 detention.

e All students will receive a new Expectation Card at the start of each half term.

Please look out for further information being shared around our behaviour policy over the coming weeks.

Former Marling Student awarded MBE

We are proud to congratulate former student Matthew Willmore (2004—-2009), who has been awarded an MBE in
the King’s New Year Honours for services to counter-terrorism in Central Asia. Receiving such recognition after his
first overseas posting at the age of 32 is a remarkable achievement. Matthew and his family have thanked Marling
for the support he received while at school, and we join them in celebrating this excellent news.

Harry’s Ace Opportunity

Harry in Year 7 recently had the exciting opportunity to be a ball boy at
the ATP Challenger tournamenrt in Nottingham. Well done Harry!

Team GB Handball
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Congratulations to Chris (Year 13), who recently represented Great Britain in the ‘Four Nations Trophy’ handball
tournament in Lokeren, Belgium. Chris was selected as part of a mixed GB Under 20/Under 18 squad, competing
against national teams from Belgium, Luxembourg and Kosovo — a significant achievement at international level.
Chris, who is interim captain of the GB Under 18’s squad, was also chosen to captain the team during the match
against Luxembourg, proudly leading the squad out onto court. Playing in a packed arena and performing on the
international stage provided invaluable experience, especially as the GB team more than held their own against
strong opposition, many of whom train professionally.

This outstanding opportunity will be excellent preparation as Chris looks ahead
to potential selection for the European Championships later this year. We are
incredibly proud of his achievements and commitment.
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Schools County Cross Country Championship

In December, Year 11 students Ben and Oli represented Marling School at the County Cross Country Championships,
delivering impressive performances. Ben finished in an outstanding second place, with Oli close behind in fourth. As a result,
both students have qualified for the South West Regional Championships, which will take place in Exeter in February. We
wish Ben and Oli the very best of luck at the next stage of the competition.



https://www.parentpay.com/

